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Overview of Presentation

ÅNational data on older child adoptions

ÅOpenness in older child placements in 

general, foster and kinship adoptions

ÅImplications for research, practice and 

policy



Characteristics of the 510,000 Children 

in U.S. Foster Care System (2006)

ïAvg. age  9.8 years; 52% Males/60% ethnic 
minorities

ïIn care an average of  28.3 months
Å(67,088 in care for 5 yrs or more)

Å129,000 children are awaiting 
adoption



Reasons for Removal and 

Placement in Foster Care

ÅNeglect

ÅAbuse

ÅParental substance abuse

ÅParental incarceration

ÅChildôs behavior

ÅInadequate housing



Special Challenges for Youth in 

Care 

ÅMultiple placement moves/losses
ÅLoss of contact with birthparents, community, siblings, 

culture,

ÅPerceptions about reasons for removal
ïChild may feel responsible for removal

ÅSense of ambiguous loss
ïBirthparent is physically absent but psychologically present

ï Is loss permanent or temporary?

ïWill parent try to get child back?

ÅAttachment issues

Å Identity

ÅConcerns/Fears about adoption



Special Challenges for Youth in 

Care

ÅPhysical and mental health problems

ïMild to severe psychological and 

behavioral difficulties 

ÅDevelopmental delays

ÅEducational difficulties



51,000  children adopted from foster 

care in  2006

Å51% Male; 49% Female

ÅAverage ageð6.6

ï23% were between 10 -20 years old

Å45% White

ïMajority were ethnic minority


